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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Five years have flown past and it is with sadness that 

I write my final message for YAS. We have achieved 

much as a school community throughout this time. 

The school has been reinvigorated in many areas: 

curriculum, teaching strategies, learning spaces and 

student engagement. The result is a vibrant and 

inclusive school culture. This has been achieved by 

many stakeholders working together. 

Á Governing Council – members engaged in review processes, provided feedback and 

promoted positive messaging about our work 

Á Staff – teachers and SSO’s have opened up to change and challenged themselves to try 

new strategies 

Á Students – have stepped up providing feedback in many forums and engaging in new 

programs enthusiastically 

Á Department for Education – provided support through the Local Education Team and the 

Learning Improvement Division and a number of professional learning opportunities. The 

department also redirected funding from the closure of Edithburgh Primary School to YAS 

which has supported the significant facilities improvement 

Á Community organisations which welcome our students contributing, a few examples: 

o Yorketown Progress Association recycling programs, Art/Photography Exhibition 

o Council – bushfire signs projects 

o Bushfire Recovery Committee – mural project Marna Banggara  

Unfortunately we could not hold Presentation Night this year. I hope you have enjoyed the short 

videos on Facebook which has celebrated the diverse successes of our students. I congratulate 

all of the winners but also acknowledge the growth of all of our students across the year. 

I stress what I said at Presentation Night 2019 – tell our story, it is our story to tell, do not let others 

tell our story. I thank everyone who has supported YAS over the past 5 years, I am proud of the 

achievements over my time and we have developed strong foundations for the future.  I wish the 

YAS community all the best in developing a great school and I will enjoy YAS successes from afar.  

Thank you  

Once again our community is showing kindness and compassion. Foodland Yorketown have 

donated vouchers to help families doing it a bit tough. This generosity and community support 

can lift spirits at the festive time. Thank you very much 

Fiona Haselgrove  
 



 

 

Comings and goings  

We farewell the following staff:  

Cassandra French - Cass is moving back to the city to be closer to family. Her students have 

appreciated her quiet approach with clear expectations and a range of learning tasks.  

Daniel Hutchings  - Daniel has transferred to Adelaide. We thank him for his work, in particular 

looking after the secondary school when Ms Fehring went on maternity leave. 

Tom Buckerfield  -  Tom was granted a late transfer and will be teaching on Kangaroo Island next 

year. His work with the senior PE cohorts has been outstanding. Good luck as an islander. 

Kerry-Anne Pointon  - Kerry-Ann took on the Stage 1 General Maths and some grounds projects 

including the playground upgrade which will commence next year. We wish her well in her 

teaching role at Kadina Memorial School. 

Simon Mott  -  Simon returned for Term 4 teaching PE and HASS. He has not lost his touch and 

students enjoyed his teaching including the Year 7/8 Geography field trip. We will see him again 

as a TRT and perhaps more contract work. Thank you for providing a seamless transition for 

students in Term 4. 

Brenton Burt  - We will certainly miss the energy that Brenton has brought to YAS. We wish him well 

in his move to Canberra. 

We welcome the following staff:  

Mic hael Beelitz -  Incoming principal introduced in an earlier newsletter. 

Tash Bedding  - Introduced in the last newsletter 

Lauren Connell  – introduced in an earlier newsletter 

Kim Hoskins  (5/6 class) - Kim has worked in the SYP for a number of years teaching, principal at 

Stansbury Primary School and the SYP Senior Leader Learning Improvement Primary. 

Kara Shuttleworth  - Kara will be teaching Health and Physical Education and Mathematics. She is 

coming from Edenhope College, across the border in Victoria. Edenhope is very similar in profile 

to YAS. 

Katie Dreckow  - Katie will be teaching English and HASS (behind Elouise Fehring on maternity 

leave).   

The school is fully staffed for 2021. Kara and Katie will be introduced in the first newsletter next 

year. 

The school is fully staffed for 2021. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

PRESENTATION NIGHT 

Farewell to Ms Haselgrove  

Fiona Haselgrove has been the Principal of Yorketown Area School for the past 5 years and 

during this time she has been a dedicated and committed leader, placing the needs and 

interests of her students as the first priority. Fiona arrived from Victor Harbor High School to 

Yorketown in January 2016 and set about building a culture of high expectations, challenging 

perceptions about what could be achieved and building the capacity of the school community 

to deliver on high quality outcomes for all students. 

During her time as principal Fiona has sought out opportunities to build partnerships with other 

schools, universities and vocational learning providers that has expanded the learning pathways 

for students at Yorketown Area School. From initiating (in collaboration with Ardrossan Area 

School) the award winning Shark Tank enterprise program, to revitalising industries pathways such 

as automotive and individualising senior school subject pathways, Yorketown students now have 

a wider choice of subjects than what is offered in many larger schools. This has taken vision and 

innovative thinking to challenge the traditional views of teaching and learning and to 

encourage both teachers and students to go beyond their comfort zones. 

Fiona has worked tirelessly to ensure that Yorketown students have access to contemporary 

evidence based teaching and learning programs. This has included a focus on explicit literacy 

and numeracy teaching, students setting their own learning goals and celebrating this learning 

through the annual Learning Expo. This focus has seen improved literacy and numeracy results 

with the school being recognised for significant NAPLAN improvement.  

This innovative thinking has also extended to ensuring that learning spaces support and reflect 

contemporary approaches to teaching. Fiona has led the significant refurbishment of the school 

and flexible, light filled spaces has transformed what was previously dated and tired classrooms. 

Recent landscaping and new signage has also made a positive and welcoming statement to 

both the Yorketown Area School community and visitors to the school.  

With a secondary school background Fiona would often comment that it was important for her 

as the Principal to understand teaching and learning from reception to Year 12. She was a visible 

leader across all areas of the school and walked the talk by being in classrooms (even teaching 

a primary maths class which was completely out of her comfort zone). As the chair of the local 

Southern Yorke Partnership she also challenged other principals and leaders on the Southern 

Yorke to keep the focus on their collective improvement work, modelling a consistent message 

around shared collegiality and being the first to put up her had to share initiatives and lead the 

local delivery of subjects.  

Fiona has led with courage, not taking the popular or easy option but always presenting the 

compelling narrative for improvement, willing to have the hard conversations and challenging 

both staff and community to strive for and expect the best.  When I visit the school what I notice 

is the confidence and enthusiasm with which students are able to talk about their learning, their 

sense of pride and belonging to the school and community. While the beautiful school entrance 

and new primary classrooms are visible reminders of Fiona’s Principalship, as she walks out the 

door for the last time as Principal of Yorketown Area School, it will be a culture of continuous 

growth, high expectations and belonging that will be her lasting legacy. Fiona, thank you, 

farewell and best wishes for your future endeavours.  

Joann Weckert  

Education Director    



 

Award Winners  

Major Award Winner  

SENIOR SCHOOL STUDENT OF THE YEAR –    Kaelah Hendry 

CALTEX AWARD 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT OF THE YEAR –   Alyck Smith 

FRASER ELLIS MEDAL  

JUNIOR SCHOOL STUDENT OF THE YEAR –    Tayer Warren 

YEAR 12 ACADEMIC AWARD   –      Maxwell Bland 

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR –  Corey Taylor  

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR –  Charlee Thompson 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR –  Sabine Meyer 

YEAR 10 ADF LONG TAN AWARD –   Lucy Warren  

YEAR 12 ADF LONG TAN AWARD –   Charlee Boord 

ADF FUTURE INNOVATORS AWARD –   Orlando Furbank 

MUSIC AWARD –   Ruby Barlow 

AGRICULTURE AWARD –   Wesley Goldsmith   

ART AWARD –   Shauna Minks    

SUCCESS AWARD –   Sapphira Sparnon 

ROWAN RAMSAY COMMUNITY AWARD –   Stephen Talbot 

Middle & Senior School Award Winners  

Year 7  Academic Excellence     Ruby Barlow   

Year 7  Excellence and Endeavour     Isabella Fry   

Year 8  Academic Excellence    Charlotte Barlow   

Year 8  Excellence and Endeavour    Isobel Meyer   

Year 9  Academic Excellence    Rachelle Launer   

Year 9  Excellence and Endeavour    Emilie Heinrich-Smith   

Year 10  Academic Excellence     Lucy Warren  

Year 10  Excellence and Endeavour    Madison Hughes  

Year 11  Academic Excellence     Harper Davison  

Year 11  Excellence and Endeavour    Sally Page     

Junior School Encouragement Awards  

R/1/2 Class      Jack Leibhardt     

      Zelda Sharman 

3/4 Class      Grace Butler   

      Tyson Barlow 

5/6 Class      Harrison Sherriff     

      Lily Johns 

 



 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

Coastal Processes Field Trip  

In Geography we are researching Coastal Processes. To understand it more we went on a field 

trip around the Southern Yorke Peninsula. The 7/8’s went to Troubridge Point, Sultana Point and 

looked at tourist attractions in Edithburgh. When we were at Troubridge we went down to the 

beach and picked up some rubbish and talked about how the reef was actually a cliff that had 

eroded away from the waves. At Sultana Point we saw the sand dunes and learnt that the 

vegetation on them actually holds the sand dunes together. This can help against erosion. When 

went to Edithburgh we talked about how the jetty boat ramp and tidal pool brings all the tourists 

in and how the town wouldn’t be as popular without the coast. 

Bailey Warren & Declan Mills 

Week 9 Activities  

This week, students have 

participated in a variety of end of 

year activities. On Monday, students 

broke up into their house colours 

and took it in turns to do craft, 

cooking, team challenges and 

mural painting. On Tuesday, the 

Primary students and staff 

celebrated by having a picnic at 

the playground and the 

Middle School students 

participated in an ‘Amazing 

Race’ around the town. The 

Year 9 students planned and 

ran activities for the younger 

students. The Middle School 

had a beach day on Thursday, 

while the Junior School 

enjoyed some Tech and 

Science challenges. The students enjoyed working with teachers and peers from different age 

groups. It was a lovely way to finish off the school year.  

 

 



 

BYOD – 2021 

Secondary  – all senior students (10,11,12) should be bringing their own device. Students can 

connect to our internet and drives. Students also get free Office 365 for up to five personal 

devices. If you are looking at purchasing devices check battery life and look for 8 hours or more. 

We do allow charges to be used but they must be electrically tested at school. 

We have some older devices available to students to 

borrow from the library for lessons.  

Middle School  – we are encouraging Middle School 

student to BYOD. There are class laptop trolleys but 

there are many advantages of using your own device. 

School laptops will be phased out. 

Junior School  – has laptop trolleys and iPads. Students 

do not require their own device. 

 

Design & Technology  

Below are some of the finished products that students have been working on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Uniform Orders for 2021  

Below is the school order form for parents to order uniforms for 2021. 

Please Note: To guarantee all items and sizes for the start of 2021 you must pre order. If not there 

may be a delay in obtaining items next year. 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Wellness School Holiday 

Activity Program  
 

Do you want your daughter to build skills in 

confidence, self-love and 

independence? During the January school 

holidays Girl Guides SA is hosting a Girls 

Wellness Activity Day aimed at helping 

young women develop confidence, 

resilience and independence. The event is 

open to all girls aged 8 - 12 years old.  

 

During this fun, uplifting and action-packed 

day, your daughter will: 

·  Build her confidence, gratitude and 

self-love 

·  Learn about the importance of 

protecting the environment 

·  Learn to cook healthy and delicious 

snacks 

·  Relax with yoga and meditation on 

the beach 

·  Make DIY face masks and lip scrubs 

using natural ingredients 

·  Create vision boards, affirmation 

boards and mindfulness jars 

    to help her relieve anxiety and 

develop mindfulness strategies  

·  Contribute to the community 

through  

   community engagement initiatives 
 
Date: 12 January 2021 

Time: 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Location: Dolphin Campsite  

(43 George Robertson Drive, Largs North SA 

5016)  

Price: $54.95 

Booking Link:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-

activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-

medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-

content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-

source=cp&utm-term=listing  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/girls-wellness-activity-day-tickets-131427375819?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing


 

SYP Water Tower/Tank Murals  

The last round of community consultation for the SYP Water Tower/Tank Mural Trail has been 

confirmed for the below times and locations. Community members are encouraged to attend 

these sessions as this is your opportunity to submit feedback. 

Stansbury:  Monday 14 December at 6.00pm, Stansbury Institute 

Edithburgh:  Tuesday 15 December at 7.30pm, Edithburgh Institute 

Coobowie:  Wednesday 16 December at 7.30pm, Coobowie Community Hall 

Yorketown:  Thursday 17 December at 7.30pm, Weaners Flat 

Questions we will be asking the community include:  

-          What do you like about the current design? 

-          What don’t you like about the current design? 

-          Was there anything you feel should be included? 

If you cannot attend and would like to submit feedback, please forward your feedback to 

admin@yorke.sa.gov.au. 

Further information, successful artists and the current concept designs for each town can be 

found here on our website: https://bit.ly/3lXTaZX 
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